
Conference, Retreat and Holiday Centre

CELTIC SAINTS  WITH THE REVD CAMERON BUTLAND 
Monday 6th to Friday 10th September 2010

Some of the earliest saints of Britain have associations with 
Cumbria.  This week of talks, walks, visits and activities will 
explore their world within the scenery that Oswald, Cuthbert, 
Herbert and Kentigern would recognise.

There is some moderate walking along some of the ancient pilgrim 
ways and the opportunity to learn more about the symbols and art 
of the illuminated manuscripts of the sixth and seventh century.  
All of this is rooted in the experience of Celtic style worship and 
prayer, using modern forms of Iona worship. 

Cameron Butland was born in London and after school studied for 
an archaeology degree.  Cameron worked in the City of London for 
two insurance brokers.  He trained at Ripon College Cuddesdon at 
Oxford and was ordained at Lichfield in the Church of England in 
1984.  Serving in five parishes, Cameron has worked mainly in the 
West Midlands and Oxfordshire.  He has also worked as a Hospital 
Chaplain at the Horton General Hospital, Banbury and was Rural 
Dean of West Oxfordshire for seven years.  Cameron has a lifelong 
interest in spirituality and relating this to everyday living.  He is 
the author of ‘Work in Worship’, published by Hodder & Stoughton 
in 1994, and the series of annual prayer books, ‘Our Daily Bread’ 
from 1990 to 2005.  As a tutor and leader of contemplative prayer 
in the traditions of St Anthony of Egypt through to John Main, he 
has led many groups in exploring spirituality. As a speaker and 
teacher, Cameron has had a considerable role in education. He is 
invited to speak regularly on topics relating to spirituality, church 
history and regularly runs courses on Celtic Spirituality.

Presently he is parish priest of Grasmere and Rydal in Cumbria, as 
well as Chaplain to Rydal Hall.

The course will commence with tea on Monday afternoon and 
conclude after breakfast on Friday. The cost, including all meals 
and accommodation, will be £275 per person.

MOUNTAINS AND MYSTERY - A WALKING RETREAT IN 
THE LAKE DISTRICT 
Monday 27th September to Friday 1st October 2010

Described as ‘the two vivacious vicars’ Robert Williamson - Vicar 
of St. Cuthbert’s Darlington and John Dixon Vicar of Hawkshead 
lead this week of walks and reflection in the surrounding fells 
of Rydal Hall. The walks will be led by John and Robert will lead 
the meditations before, after and possibly during the walks. The 
walks will be tailored to the capabilities of the participants and 
of course the weather! The worship will include music, poetry 
and paintings.  The retreat will commence with tea on Monday 
afternoon and conclude after breakfast on Friday. The cost 
including all meals and accommodation will be £275 per person.

TIME AND SPACE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Monday 13th to Friday 17th December 2010

An opportunity to stop and recharge the batteries  before 
Christmas!  You will be free to come, go, read, walk and sleep with 
the opportunity to join in the regular worship in the Chapel as 
well as enjoy  three meals per day with a special dinner on the 
Thursday evening. The week commences with coffee on Monday 
morning and concludes after breakfast on Friday. 
The cost including all meals and accommodation will be £195.

THE COMING OF THE ‘LIGHT’ - THE PASSING OF TIME  
PAINTING AND THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION IN ADVENT.  
With Linda Birch and Trevor Pitt  
Monday 13th to Friday 17th December 2010

December is the time for winter landscape painting and provides 
many contrasts for the painter - dark starry nights - frosty 
mornings with clear cold light - the bleakness of the landscape 
and the richness of the coming festivities. This is all encapsulated 
in the coming of the ‘Light’. The course will involve painting at 
different times of the day in a chosen landscape: night, morning, 
noon and evening. You may bring acrylics, watercolour or pen and 
ink or any combination of these. This course is suitable for those 
with at least two years of painting experience. 

December is also the time for theological reflection on the themes 
of Advent, all related to the nature of time. Between the painting 
sessions there will be opportunities for theological discussion and 
worship.

Linda is a teacher of many years standing with a particular 
interest in painting techniques from the past. She is the author 
of several books on painting and writes regularly for the Leisure 
Painter magazine. 

Trevor is an Anglican priest who has worked for many years as a 
theological educator.

He is also married to Linda and they have published a book on 
travels in the Holy Land.  

The course will commence with coffee on Monday morning and 
conclude after breakfast on Friday. The cost including all meals 
and accommodation will be  £255 per person.

CHRISTMAS AT RYDAL HALL    
Thursday 23rd to Monday 27th  December  2010

Come and join us to celebrate the real meaning of Christmas. 
Whether you come on your own or with friends our House 
party combines a strong Christian emphasis with plenty of fun, 
friendship and wonderful Christmas fare. Led by the Rydal Hall 
Team, a variety of day and evening activities will provide plenty 
of fun and games along with other options with something for 
everyone, including traditional carols, Christmas Communion, 
a scenic sail on Lake Windermere and, weather permitting, the 
opportunity to walk to  local points of interest.  The cost including 
all meals, accommodation and sail on the lake will be £345 per 
person.

READING WEEKS  
3rd to 7th and 10th to 14th January 2011

Come to be refreshed and revived in preparation for the year 
ahead.  Excellent food, comfortable accommodation and 
outstanding scenery are yours to be enjoyed.  With morning 
and evening reflections, the rest of the days are left free for you 
to read, walk or simply rest.  All meals and refreshments are 
provided.  Packed lunches are available.   Our time together will 
commence on the Monday with coffee at 11.00am and conclude 
after breakfast on Friday.  The charge, per person will be £150. 
Spouses are also very welcome at the special discounted rate.

AUTUMN & WINTER PROGRAMME 2010

If you would like further information or a booking form please contact the Bookings Co-ordinator at Rydal Hall.

TIME & SPACE 2010
This is a special offer of 4 nights (Monday – Friday) Bed, Breakfast and 3 Course Evening Meal for just £165 pp, Bed and Breakfast for 
£120 pp providing you with the opportunity to reflect, rest and enjoy this wonderful location in the heart of the English Lake District. 
A warm welcome awaits you. Come alone or with friends – you won’t regret it!

Bookings can be made no earlier than 13 weeks in advance. To book, please contact Rydal Hall. Full payment is required with booking please.


